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Luhring Augustine is pleased to participate for the first time in Art Basel Hong Kong with a presentation of paintings,
sculptures, and works on paper by Simone Leigh and Christopher Wool.

Simone Leigh’s practice incorporates sculpture, video, and installation; all of which are informed by her ongoing
exploration of black female subjectivity and ethnography. Her objects often employ materials and forms traditionally
associated with African art, and her performance-influenced installations create spaces where historical precedent
and self-determination comingle. Through her investigations of visual overlaps between cultures, time periods, and
geographies, she confronts and examines ideas of the female body, race, beauty, and community.

“The figures don’t have eyes per se. They remain self-possessed, looking inward, contemplating and thinking things
that | cannot fathom. Her figures are not giving up their secrets. They are not there for the taking. They cannot be
occupied, colonized, co-opted, or subjugated. Their existence indicates a set of possibilities and limitations — of
empathy, knowledge, of rationality.” - Helen Molesworth, Curator

Christopher Wool’s work has always been closely tied to his urban surroundings, and as early as 1986, he
began to create monochrome paintings that employed commercial tools and imagery appropriated from a
variety of cultural sources. Since the early 1990s, Wool has incorporated the silkscreen process in his work.
While Wool is primarily known as a painter, his photographs, sculptural work, artist books, and prints are also
integral to his practice.

“A critical conceptual shift occurred in Wool’s practice in the late 1990s when he began to use his previous creative
output as the material for new, autonomous works. Wool would take a photograph of a finished picture, transpose it
to a silkscreen, and then reassign it wholesale to a fresh canvas. At times these acts of self-appropriation leave the
original image untouched, although uncannily transformed by the process of mechanical reproduction. In other
examples, Wool manually reworked his screenprinted doubles, adding rollered paint or sprayed enamel to create
disorienting hybrids that entwine recycled and original gestures. Over the past decade, Wool's simultaneous
embrace and repression of painting’s expressive potential have culminated in an open-ended vein of works that he
refers to as his “gray paintings.” In these large-scale abstractions, Wool alternates between the act of erasing and
the act of drawing, repeatedly wiping away sprayed black enamel paint to create layers of tangled lines and hazy
washes. The artist describes the cycle of composition and loss inherent to this process as an attempt to harness
the condition of doubt into a generative creative force.” -Katherine Brinson, Curator, Guggenheim Museum

For further information about Simone Leigh, please contact Lauren Wittels at +1.212.206.9100 or via email
at lauren@Iluhringaugustine.com.

For further information about Christopher Wool, please contact Donald Johnson Montenegro at +1.212.206.9100 or
via email at donald@Iuhringaugustine.com.
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